90	ELIZABETHAN  ENGLAND
NOTE:  SIR FRANCIS WALSINGHAM'S LEASE OF BARN ELMS.
The history of Barn Elms goes back to the days of King Athclstan. It was subsequently part of
the property in perpetuity of the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's. They in 1504 leased it for 97 years
to Sir Henry Wyatt.
Early in 1580 Walsingham acquired the "residue" of the lease. But as this was to expire at
Easter 1600, he appealed to the Crown so that the Manor could be secured " absolutely " to his heir.
On the 9th of February, 1579 (80) the Queen by Indenture with the Dean of St. Paul's, Dr.
Alexander Nowell, had received from him and from the Chapter "their manor of Bernes with
appurtenances in our County of Surrey, with all lands, tenements and hereditaments .... in the
parishes Bernes, Pottneth [Putney] and Mortlake in the aforesaid County," with the Courts Baron,
Courts leet, Warrens, Waifs and Strays, and other manorial rights; the only exception being that the
Dean and Chapter and their successors should have free entry to come in and cut down large timber
if required; and keep the advowson of Barnes Parish Church. On this understanding the Manor was
let "to Use the said Queen and our Assignes," for an annual rent of "forty-four pounds and ten
pence of good and lawful English money," payable "from the feast of Easter which will be in die
Year of Our Lord one thousand and six hundred, for the term and in the term of seventy-six years
then from the following and fully to be ended:" the rent to be due "at the feasts of the
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Michael the Archangel."
Having thus made an indenture on the 9th of February with the Dean and Chapter, Her Majesty
a fortnight later testified that
"for certain causes and considerations at present specially moving us," she had "given, granted,
and assigned " the lease of this Manor " clearly and absolutely .... to our trusty and well beloved
Councillor Francis Walsingham, Knight, one of our Principal Secretaries, his Executors,
Administrators and Assignes," delegating thereby to him all rights that " we have had or by right
ought to have had with the aforesaid Indenture made to Us."
Walsingham and those to whom he assigns the property are " to have to hold " it for the 76
years after Easter 1600, paying the Dean and Chapter ^44 and ten pence a year as previously agreed
by Elizabeth Regina.1
These facts are of interest; for a lime was to come when Walsingham's daughter would be reduced
to selling this lease of her childhood's home, to a moneylender (knighted by King James), in peculiar
circumstances which will ultimately be revealed.3
1 Translation of unpublished Patent Roll 1182, 21 Eliz: Pt. 8, m. 10: "D'conc Francisc Walsingham
milit .... apud Westm: xxiii die Februarii , ... By the Queen."
though
Aubrey's great-grandfather Dr. William Aubreylived at Mortlake (Gentleman's Magaz: N.S. XXV.
1846,) and was thus a neighbour of Sir Francis Walsingham, he does not describe Barnes Manor
(Barn Elms). Lysons, "Environs of London" Vol. I, p. 395, prints extracts from "Parish accounts"
kept by the Churchwardens of Lambeth:
"1585.   When the Queen removed from Greenwich to Barn Elms, July n.   ...   2s. 6d.
Ditto Fulham parish accounts:
"1588,   To the ringer at the Queen's return from Barn Elms	        6d."
The "Victorian County History of Surrey," 1912, Vol. IV. p. 5,—"Barnes, Manorial descents,"
by Maud F. Edwards, Oxford Honours School of Modern History,—relies on the D.N.B. and other
r
' ted books instead of going to MSS.   Miss Edwards alludes to but does not quote the lease by
Queen to Walsingham.   This lease is also mentioned but not quoted in Dr. Conyers Read's
"Mr. Secretary^ Walnngkam," &c.,  1925, 3 Vols.    The above extracts  are from  the original
For general particulars about Barnes Manor (but not for the Elizabethan part which requires revision)
see " The History of Barn Elms and the Kit Kat Club, now the Ranelagh Club; by C J. Barrett,
Secretary to the Ranelagh Club." 2nd ed: London. 1889.
2 Ascertained from a memo in her own hand (and other particulars) to be published under date.

